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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 1595 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS PFOR ET SU 

SUBJECT: SUDANESE "REFUGEES" IN ETHIOPIA 
REF: KHARTOUM 1583, ADDIS 8036 

1. INTERVIEW ETHIOPIAN MININT REPORTED REFTEL APPEARS 
CONTAIN INTERNAL INCONSISTENCIES (E.G., REFUGEE FLOW SAID 
TO CONSIST PRIMARILY OF WOMEN, CHILDREN AND OLD PEOPLE BUT 
ALSO THOSE "FIRED FROM THEIR JOBS") BUT WILL NO DOUBT 
ONLY FURTHER POISON ATMOSPHERE IN SUDANESE/ETHIOPIAN 
RELATIONS. WE FIND IT HIGHLY CREDIBLE THAT IMPOVEIISHED NUER 
AND ANUAK TRIVAL ELEMENTS FOR WHOM FRONTIER PROBABLY MEANING- 
LESS, HAVE BEEN ATTRACTED INTO ETHIOPIAN TERRITORY BY 
EXPECTATION OF SUBSTANTIAL SUBSISTENCE BENEFITS. WHETHER 
THEY SHOULD BE CHARACTERIZED AS "REGUGEES" WOULD SEEM TO 
BE SEPARATE QUESTION, AS MOVEMENTS ACROSS UNFAMILIAR NATIONAL 
FRONTIERS BY IGNORANT TRIBAL ELEMENTS ARE RELATIVELY COMMON 
FEATURE AFRICAN SCENE. AS SUCH, IT WOULD APPEAR POSSIBLY 
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ON THE SPOT, RATHER THAN AIRED IN EPMG MEDIA. 

2. WHILE WE CAN WELL UNDERSTAND EPMG SENSITIVITY TO 
GROWING NUMBER ERITREAN REFUGEES IN SUDAN AND GOS POSITION 
VIS-A-VIS ERITREAN INSURGENCE, EPMG PUBLICITY SEEMS TO US 
MORE LIKELY TO ENCOURAGE CLOSER GOS COOPERATION WITH THE 
INSURGENTS THAN TO CREATE ALARM IN KHARTOUM RE WHAT SUDANESE 
EMBOFF REGARDS AS SUDANESE VULNERABILITIES IN THE SOUTH. THIS 
CONNECTION, LONG-STANDING REFUGEE ANSAR COMMUNITY IN ETHIOPIA COULD 
IN 

CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES CAUSE MORE WORRY TO ANSAR OPPONENTS IN 
PRESENT KHARTOUM REGIME, PARTICULARLY SHOULD IT EVER APPEAR THEY 
RECEIVING GUERRILLA TRAINING FROM CHINESE. MEANWHILE, SUCH 
EVIDENCE CLOSE EPMG/PRC CONTACTS AS REPORTED 
ADDIS 8059 WILL CONTINUE TO BE FOUND WORRISOME HERE. 

3. IN ADDITION INFO REPORTED KHARTOUM REFTEL, WE BELIEVE 
ETHIOPIANS MAY WELL BE REACTING TO SUBSTANTIAL GOS 
PUBLICITY KHARTOUM OVER OBSERVANCE OAU REFUGEE DAY (JUNE 20). 

IF SO, IT MAY BE WORTH POINTING OUT THAT, TO BEST OF OUR 
RECOLLECTION. PUBLICITY MADE NO REPEAT NO MENTION OF EITHER 
ETHIOPIA OR ERITREA, AND DID NOT DESCRIBE REFUGEES ON WHOM 
FUNDS RAISED WERE TO BE SPENT. 
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